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1) Course Overview
The AP French Language course is designed to provide students who desire to present themselves for the AP French Language examination with the tools and preparation required to successfully take the exam.  This advanced level course aims to perfect the ability of students to communicate in French at the advanced / superior range as outlined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). As such, the course is conducted entirely in French. The course integrates the practice of oral, aural, reading and writing skills by means of authentic source material including: periodicals, literature, poetry, film, news radio, and popular music. Students in this course apply this practice to the production of interpersonal, interpretive and presentational modes of communication which will take the form of: classroom interaction, informal and formal writing, formal and informal presentations, interviews, and literary analysis. A comprehensive review of grammar will also be included in support of communicative practice. In addition, the skills of synthesis and effective organization in writing will be taught. During the course of the year, students work each week on mastery of the four skill-areas of the AP examination:  

Listening – the ability to understand spoken French in various contexts

Speaking – gain a French vocabulary which is sufficiently ample for reading newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts, and other non-technical writings without dependence on a dictionary

Reading - Can scan texts for relevant information, and understand detailed 


instructions or advice

Writing – the ability to express themselves coherently, resourcefully and with reasonable fluency and accuracy in both spoken and written French.

2) Course Objectives: 

The successful AP French Language student will be able to:
i) Identify and summarize main points and significant details and make appropriate inferences and predictions from a spoken source, such as a broadcast news report or a lecture on an academic or cultural topic related to the French-speaking world.

ii) Identify and summarize main points and significant details and predict outcomes from an everyday conversation on a familiar topic, a dialogue from a film or other broadcast media, or an interview on a social or cultural topic related to the French-speaking world.

iii) Identify and summarize main points and important details and make appropriate inferences and predictions from a written text such as a newspaper or magazine article or contemporary literary excerpt.

iv) Write a cohesive and coherent analytical or persuasive essay in reaction to a text or on a personal, academic, cultural, or social issue, with control of grammar and syntax.

v) Describe, narrate, and present information or persuasive arguments on general topics with grammatical control and good pronunciation in an oral presentation of two or three minutes.

vi) Use information from sources provided to present a synthesis and express an opinion.

vii) Recognize cultural elements implicit in oral and written texts.

viii) Interpret linguistic cues to infer social relationships.

ix) Communicate via formal and informal written correspondence.

x) Initiate, maintain, and close a conversation on a familiar topic.

xi) Formulate questions to seek clarification or additional information.

xii) Use language that is semantically and grammatically accurate according to a given context.
3) Teaching methodology
i) Second language immersion via the exclusive use of French in the classroom

ii) Realia (the use of authentic materials and artifacts)

iii) Student centered activities (pairs, groups)

iv) Information gap activities 

v) Technology via websites, computer lab, interactive media
vi) Role play

vii) Games

viii) Interviews

ix) Drama - simulations of authentic interactions

x) Journal writing

xi) Composition

xii) Narration of imagery

xiii) Dictation / CLOZE exercises

xiv) Dialogue practice

xv) Total Physical Response Storytelling

xvi) Direct instruction of reading strategies 

xvii) Direct instruction of listening strategies

xviii) Direct instruction of speaking strategies

xix) Direct instruction of writing strategies, structures and techniques

xx) Direct instruction of synthesis in writing
4) Classroom Activities 
i) Listening Skills: All communication in the AP French Language class is conducted in French.  The students’ class participation grades reflect the requirement that they only use French in the classroom.  Listening is practiced every day in class when the teacher and other students are speaking.  Guest speakers provide the opportunity for the students to hear other voices and accents.  Students are exposed to other recorded materials on a regular basis such as:  French films, songs, videos and DVDs, radio, and the Internet.  To emphasize aural skills, the students view a selection of French videos/DVDs that correlate to the lessons being taught
(a) Authentic audio samples are presented and analyzed. These samples may also be linked with readings and used collectively as source material for synthesis in essay writing.
(b) Students receive the lyrics for popular French language songs. The songs are heard in class and are made available outside of class for further study. Students will provide written analyses of the grammatical, poetic, artistic and cultural elements of the songs.   
(c) Students will practice and implement note taking strategies for use during listening exercises to aid in the process of referencing audio samples in essays.
(d) Later in the year, students will apply these listening strategies and the listening practice individually when completing the listening, formal essay and formal presentation sections of the AP exam.

ii) Reading Skills
(a) To remain informed in the world of contemporary French-speaking countries, students engage in daily reading activities from newspaper and magazine articles, internet research, or daily news headlines.
(b) Students will read a variety of short-stories, poems, journalism, theatre as well as a long novel throughout the year.
iii) Writing Skills: In addition to a wide range of vocabulary, correct grammatical structure is mandatory to achieve our goal in writing an AP essay. As we proceed with writing short responses, journals or compositions, the correct use of grammar and verbs will be reviewed and refined with exercises from Quant à moi… as well as function word fill-ins and verb fill-ins from previous AP tests. Students will be assigned composition subjects related to a reading or a previous AP essay topic. Students will handwrite their essay, will not use dictionaries, but will be allowed a rewrite for a final grade. The 200 to 250 word assignment is expected
(a) Students will keep three types of journals with the purpose of tracking long term development of informal writing ability. One journal will be a series of responses to the French language music we hear. One will be a series of responses to an image. The final will be comprised of responses to readings done in class and other classroom writing activities. 
(b) Students will start the first term reading authentic sources then synthesizing the main themes in each paragraph and finally the entire source. Students will write their synthesis individually or in groups.  This will help the students to complete one formal essay every four weeks that will be based on a variety of authentic sources.  Students will also complete various informal essays during class to build their synthesizing skills.
iv) Speaking: Students should be motivated to use the language whenever possible: in class, with friends who take French, if possible with native speakers. They will memorize poems, to improve their pronunciation, and intonation. Various pronunciation exercises will be done every day in class. It is important for the students to understand that learning any language is an on-going process that requires continual study and practice and Mistakes are a normal part of the learning process and students should expect to self-correct or to be corrected. Active participation is required to learn and students will be given points based on participation.
(a) Students will participate in daily conversations, skits, storytelling, interviews, surveys, informal presentations, information gap activities and debates.

(b) Students will be assigned weekly online postings and in class recordings to respond to a given prompt based on themes used in class. Students will be able to revise as needed and are graded on flow and accuracy.  
(c) Students will have two formal presentations each semester.  These will be a synthesis of authentic sources and the information that is provided by each source.
5) Student Evaluation

	Category
	Weight
	Description

	Tests / Quizzes
	25%
	Assessments on grammar and vocabulary material presented in texts 

	Class work
	5%
	Dialogues, skits, interviews, comprehension questions 

	Essays
	15%
	Formal essays, in both the persuasive and expository modes, synthesizing information from authentic source material presented by topic

	Presentations
	5%
	Formal presentation on a cultural topic

	Journals
	15%
	Three types: music, visual, and general composition journals

	Participation
	20%
	Attendance, preparedness, attitude, cooperation 

	Homework
	10%
	Assignments for additional practice from text

	Practice Log
	5%
	1 hour per week of additional practice across the four skills levels: reading, writing, listening and speaking (verified by parent signature)


6) Resources
i) Primary Texts 
(a) Braggger, Jeannette D. and Donald B. Rice. Quant à moi… Témoignages des Français et des Francophones. Boston : 3rd ed. Thomson/Heinle, 2005.
(b) Schofer, Peter and Donald Rice.  Autour de la littérature: Ecriture et lecture aux cours moyens de français. Boston : 5th ed. Heinle & Heinle, 2007. 
(c) Siskin, H. Jay, Thomas T. Field, and Julie A. Storme  Ouvertures: Cours Intermédiaire de Français. Hoboken : 4th ed. Wiley, 2006. 
ii) Ancillary Texts

(a) Lynch, Véronique and Brittney Grover. Drawing Conversations: Manual for Advanced Conversation. Memphis: V&B Publications; 2005.
(b)  Knauer, Ellen. AP French Language. Piscataway, NJ :Research and Education Association, 2006. 
(c) Rochat, Denise. Contrastes: Grammaire du français courant. Upper Saddle River, NJ : Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005.
(d) Lectures en Français facile, texte variés ; Various authors ; CLE International ; 2006.
(e) Sempé. Le petit Nicolas. French and European Publications, 2005.
iii) Internet Resources (See the Mount Vernon High School AP French web site for full details.)
	Reading

	Listening 
	Speaking/Writing
	Culture
	Media
	Practice


	Polar FLE

	Ado Doc
	Les clés Junior

	Ministère de la Jeunesse (France)

	Le Monde

	Quia.com Class page for French AP 



	Littérature francophone virtuelle

	TV5 Monde
	Ortholud.com 
	Office national du film du Canada
	TF1 - Télévision

	Teacher maintened Web site


	A la lettre – Le site littérarire

	Languages online

	Tex’s French – University of Texas
	Vidéos sous-titrées
	France2
	Editions Didier Exercices Autocorrectifs


	Le Point du FLE
	RFI – Langue française

	Momes.net
	Vidéos sous-titrées2
	France24
	Tapis Volant


	Planète Jean Jaurès

	Curiosphère.tv

	Le Point du FLE
	Muzika.fr
	Radio Canada
	Langue française (Catalan site)



	Club des poètes
	France Info
	France-Amérique
(Cross-referenced with reading)
	Organisation de la Francophonie

	Les médias francophones
	


iv) Music
(a) Over 90 French language titles from the class YouTube page available in class and as an iMix on iTunes. 
v) Podcasts

(a) Students will be provided Mp3 players synced with French language podcasts for listening comprehension and oral production. Student may add these podcasts to their personal Mp3 players and RFF subscriptions to improve their listening comprehension and cultural knowledge. The podcasts will include:
(i) RFI – Journal en français facile

(ii) iTélé – Journal télévisé

(iii)  Easy French poetry – Poems in French with commentary

(iv)  TFou de Podcast – Animated clips in French

(v) Français interactif – University of Texas at Austin

