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Basic syllabus: French I[image: image2.png]



Professeur: Catherine Ousselin 
E-mail/phone : cousselin@mv.k12.wa.us / 360-428-6100x2069
Required materials for class: Cahiers (notebooks) and 1 classeur (folder with prongs) Markers or crayons
Basic goals: 

1. Communication

2. Culture
3. Stories and legends

4. Basic vocabulary and verbs
If I am absent: 
1. E-mail/contact teacher
2. Check the Web site and calendar.
3. Check the class box.

4. Copy a partner’s cahier.
French classroom phrases: Please ask your questions in French. English usage permission is given after you ask. 

1. En anglais, s’il vous plait? (May I speak English ?)
2. Comment dit-on _____? (How do you say ____?)
3. J’ai une question ! (I have a question!)
4. Je ne comprends pas ! (I do not understand !) 
Organizing your binder (classeur): ________________________________________________________


Please keep ALL papers that are distributed: homework, drawings, stories, quizzes, etc. in chronological order. Your classeur will be check 5 times this year. We will organize as a class several times.  
Grading policies/procedures: ___________________________________________________________
1. Participation orale: 35% (Including speaking FRENCH, classroom participation, following teacher guided/directed activities).
2. Participation écrite:  20% Cahier (notebooks) are up-to-date, complete, correct and never thrown away!
3. Quizzes/tests : 25% Drawing, coloring, verbs, vocabulary, culture ! Extra credit words of the day and phrases of the week. 
4.  Homework (les devoirs) : 15% - Available on-line or in the class box. Late homework is accepted with deduction in points. Anything is better than zero. 
5. Group projects/individual presentations: 5-10% Videos, songs, plays, etc. 
Classroom policies/procedures: 
1.  R-E-S-P-E-C-T! For you, for me, for everyone. Learn to live and work in a functional community.

2. The duck is the bathroom pass. If the duck is visible, you may go. Please do not interrupt the class to ask for permission. 5 minutes!
3. Google’s French is not great. My French is better (mostly!) Need help? Call, write, ASK!
4. 15-20 minutes every two days are required for the Web site. 
5. PARLEZ FRANÇAIS! This is not English, Spanish, or Russian class!
Cell phone/Electronic policies: No personal electronics (phones, games, mp3, ETC..!) are to be used in class unless directed by teacher. We may use our phones for classroom polling. Keep your electronics in your bag, not in your pockets. This will avoid the “I was just checking the time” excuse. If you choose to use your phone in class…
1. Teacher will take possession of the phone for the day.

2. Student will serve a 30 minute work detention within 5 days of the incident. 
Grading Policies and Procedures for French at Mount Vernon High

Curricular website: www.catherine-meissner.org

This site provides primary and secondary support materials for the class curriculum. Daily notes, homework (paper and online), and supplemental activities are located on the class calendar section “Le calendrier/les notes du jour.” 

If you do not have internet access at home: 

1. Use a friend’s internet access.

2. Use a school computer – library and career center

3. Make an appointment with the instructor to use a class computer. 

When you are absent: All written and oral work is due the day of your return to class unless prior arrangements have been made. Online work is due within 2 days. Failure to follow the four (4) steps may result in loss of points and exam or homework credit. If your absence is unexcused, credit will not be awarded.

1. Check the online calendar for the notes of the day and homework. 

2. Consult the in-class notebook for handouts or activities that are not online. 
3. Copy class notes, activities, or exercises in your class notebook. 

4. Contact Madame Ousselin by e-mail, during 1st /5th period, or after school.

Participation: Oral: 35%

French II is conducted mainly in FRENCH! In order to progress in French acquisition and to earn a solid grade, you will demonstrate your knowledge through active and appropriate participation in class. Excessive use of English, lack of participation (physical/oral/written) will lead to loss of participation points and a lower class grade.

1. Participation points: Are awarded each class period. 7-10 points per class week (5 days) are required to maintain an “A” grade in participation. Points will be calibrated (adjusted) if the period is shortened or in cases of excused absence. 

2. Participation points are awarded for verbal and non-verbal participation. This includes physical movement, gestures (pointing, touching), and eye contact. 

3. Points are recorded daily on the participation chart. You may review your points at any time. 

4. Extra participation points are awarded for many cultural activities outside of class. To obtain points, documentation of participation may be required (ticket stub, signature, photos, etc.) 

Participation: Written: 20% 

1. The class notebook “le cahier” and class binder “le classeur” are to be brought to class each day.

2. Words of the day and expressions of the week are written each day in the notebook. These are extra credit points for quizzes and exams. 

3. Entrées (warm-up exercises) are to be done in the “cahier”. These will be checked 3 times per semester for accuracy, corrections, and progress. Spelling and grammar are important! 

4. All cahiers are to be kept in your “classeur” throughout the year. You are constructing on ongoing text book. They should not be thrown away! 

Exams and interrogations (quizzes) : 25% 

1. Exams and quizzes are given once per week or as deemed necessary by the instructor.

2. Exams cover all material presented in class from the first day of class. Specific content of the exam will be explained, but it is best to review all information covered.  

3. If you are absent on the day of an Exam: please call or email me within 24 hours of your absence to arrange a makeup date. 
4. Exams and quizzes that are not made up within 3school days of return to class will receive a zero grade unless other arrangements have been agreed upon. 
5. Some exams may be given online at www.quia.com .There will be a set amount of time during which you will have access to the exam. If you have not taken the exam by the final date, contact me promptly to make arrangements. 

Devoirs (homework): 15% 

1. Although 15% may seem like a small percentage, a “0” score can reduce your class grade by 1 letter depending on your other scores.

2. Homework is practice of the content presented in class. It will normally require 15-20 minutes of your time. 

3. 3-5 days are allowed to complete ONLINE homework. Plan ahead for technological disasters!

4. Written homework is due the next class period unless stated by the instructor. 

5. In the event of an absence, refer to the “When you are absent” section. 

6. Homework receiving a grade lower than 70% may be re-done for higher credit. 

Group and individual projects: 5-10% To be announced / discussed in class. 
I have read and understand both the grading structure and makeup policy for this class. ____________________________________ Student Name 
________________________Student signature



____________________________________Parent/Guardian Name
_________________________ Parent/Guardian signature
16 septembre 2010

Chers parents !  

Please read and sign at the bottom with your student ( Merci !
Welcome to a new, exciting, and enlightening year at Mount Vernon High School. My name is Madame Catherine Ousselin and I will be your student’s French teacher.  I would like to introduce myself to you and let you know about the experience your son or daughter will have while in our class. 

First of all, a bit about me: This is my fourth year at MVHS. I previously taught in at Central Kitsap High in Silverdale for five years and at the University of Kansas where I completed Masters degrees in French and in Education.  I have been to France many times and have visited several other European countries since the age of sixteen. I bring many wonderful anecdotes and adventures to the classroom that I hope will encourage your student to experience the marvels of traveling abroad while they are still young. If you have any questions about planning a trip to Europe or perhaps are curious about an exchange for your child, please contact me at anytime and I will assist you in anyway that I can. 


Now more than ever, learning a second language, any language, is essential for our young citizens. There is not one “best” language to learn; in fact many students are quite able to learn more than one even while in high school. Language abilities function as a critical element in our dealings with cultures near and abroad. In this classroom, we are dealing with more than vocabulary and verbs; we are learning about how the world perceives us and how we can better understand our past and future relations with them. 


In my class, we do not use a text. The students will be creating their own reference manual in their binders through daily entrance tasks, notes, homework and enrichment activities provided to them. The notebook will be graded for neatness and organization. Their ”classeurs” or binders need to come home each night and be reviewed for at least 15-20 minutes. Learning a second language can be a challenging task for many students. By definition, it is a whole new language with new words, rules, and syntaxes. Constant review, practice, and exploration will ultimately lead to success in this class. I do assign at least two homework tasks per week. Curricular work is all original and hopefully never “busywork”. I ask the students to expand upon what we have learned and class and master the concepts through practice. 



One of the best ways that I have developed to help your student is the website that I have built over the past ten years. Working on this site constitutes 15-20 minutes revision time.  Located on the site are vocabulary lists with pictures (not English translations), interactive games and self-correcting quizzes, dictionaries, links to French websites with music, videos, games, readings, listening exercises, and cultural information. I am very diligent in checking these sites for appropriate material suitable for our students. If you have any questions about questionable material, please let me know. Your child’s safety is of the utmost importance to me. Please visit and bookmark: www.catherine-meissner.org

Through my experience at the high school level, I have learned that parent-teacher communication is a vital necessity. I am located in portable 6 and am eager meet with you and discuss my philosophy of teaching and classroom procedures. If you are not able to visit in person, and have concerns, questions, or would like to be on the “Quiz / Homework notification list”, please send me an e-mail: cousselin@mv.k12.wa.us  or leave me a voice message at 428-6100 ext. 2069 
Thank you for your time! Mount Vernon High is an outstanding school with amazing parent support for their incredible kids! I am proud and honored to work with this community. 

Mes salutations les plus respectueuses,

Catherine Ousselin (Meissner)

Parent/Student signatures : 

My student has explained the syllabus to me and we have read the letter. My student understands the requirements and expectations of this class. We are aware of how to contact you in case of any questions or comments. 

I / We are aware of the cell phone / texting policies of Mount Vernon High School. In-class cell phone usage and texting will result in loss of phone for the day and 30 minutes work detention. Further instances will be sent to the administration.  

Parent (print) __________________
and
Student _____________________________



Parent (signature) _______________
and
Student ______________________________

Please put me on the “Test/Homework” notification list.



Parent e-mail________________________________________________
Expectations for computer lab time
The wealth of information and exposure to Francophone resources on the Internet is vast! As a language learner, you should be aware of the resources and how they will aid your language acquisition. For this reason, our class will frequently use the computer lab in the Library and the Career Center. The activities that we will work on are designed to enhance your learning experience and teach you the necessary computer skills that you will need after high school.  This does not replace the time that you should be spending on the class curriculum Web site. 
1. Computer lab time is for French class work. You are in class, but in a different setting. Use self-control and be aware of your surroundings. 

2. No other Web sites, games, proxies, or school work should be accessed. 

a. Consequence: You will lose computer lab use for the day and participation points. All assigned activities will need to be made up on your own computer time or you risk loosing the activity points.

3. While in the lab, we are still in French class. Therefore, all French class rules apply: No texting, electronics, or English chit-chat should be used. 

a. Consequence: All normal consequences for electronics use 

4. Be careful to not click on a link that will lead you to an unsafe site. Your history is monitored by the library staff and the district and even the State of Washington!

Terms of Use for Google Groups

Each student will create a Gmail (Google) account for use in the academic setting. This is not a personal account. If you do not have a personal e-mail for use outside of school, please make one. Google Groups will be a method for creation, communication, collaboration between the students and the teacher. You will acknowledge that you have read and understood these terms of use on the Google Groups File page by posting a “Reply to author” response.  

1. All posts will be pertain (be about) French class. No other subjects are to be posted.  Posts will be in French unless directed by teacher. 

2.  Harassing/negative comments about others will not be tolerated. ‘Suck’ should not appear on any post. 

3. The teacher reads all posts before they are posted. Please use your best judgment before hitting “Send!” 

4. Use French subjects lines such as, “Quoi de neuf?” “Bonjour” instead of “What’s up?” or “Hey!” Slang words used in social networks is great for YourBook and FaceSpace, but not for French class. 

5. The teacher has the option to delete any/all messages. If your message is not visible, there may have been something inappropriate in the message. 
6. Nota bene: When you reply to a message post, it is sent to EVERYONE! If you want to send a message to only one person, use that person’s Gmail address. 
